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Ron and Jan Bradley, high school sweethearts, have made quite a life together. Jan has witnessed all but
five of the 1,756 basketball games Ron has codched; plus hundreds of football and baseball games.
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Heritage High coach Ron Bradley ~ esteve sumuen

steve@ajc.com
and his wife, Jan, married since R iy themodel ot
~ . . . . Wan old-school coach; his
1954«, p.ut the %We’ m tegim” cami? garboiilz;{ifg&%; t;i;

days when players ran the ol’
picket fence and their shorts
didn’t flap in the breeze.

Here is the 74-year-old
‘basketball- fundamentalist
at Heritage High in Conyers

tsin blazers and ties for
~road games. And if you don’t
think he can melt the raf-
his ire anymore, go
nd heave a careless
pass or selfish shot.

But get Bradley talking
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ago.— “The first time I saw

angd this ESPN Classic kind of
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Don’t get lost amid the
numbers and the trophies,
because you easily could.

No, “This is a love story,”
Bradley insists. The perfect
kind of story to frame in a
Valentine’s Day card.

As Bradley approaches
the end of his 48th season of
coaching boys high school
basketball, each victory only
piles onto a total (1,010)
already surpassing any other
active coach in the United
States. He could lose every
game for 25 more vears and
still ‘have a career record
above .500.

He owns three state cham-
pionships — all during glory
days at Newton County High,
where he won 129 straight
home games. He has another
one iﬁ football, and found
two of his baseball teams
and one of his girls’ basket-
ball teams in state finals. You
name it, he’s coached it since
beginning in 1957.

But it was boys basket-
ball that kept calling Brad-
ley  back, eventually earn-
ing him two national coach
of the year awards and a little
corner of the Georgia Sports
Hall of Fame.

 Life pariner

But where would he be
without Jan, his wife since
19547 Certainly not still
standing at the end of a
bench-full of teenagers bear-
ing all this history, Bradley
insists.

She has been there for all
but five of the 1,756 boys and
girls basketball games he has
coached, as well as hundreds
of other football and baseball
games on his record. She is
the faithful witness to every

hlghhght and ulhmatelyg

the coach says, the reason for

eachone.
“It’s - always
he talks about any of those
accomplishments,”
Darrell Huckaby, a one-
time manager on Bradley’s
Newton County team; now a
teacher at Heritage. “For alot
of those vears, it was just the
two of them; he didn’t have
an assistant coach”
| Tuesday was the final reg-
ular-season home game for
Heritage, a benchmark for
the senior players but just one
among hundreds .of nights
in the gym for Jan Bradley.
A small woman dressed in a
large referee’s striped shirt
— “I'boo her when shewears
that” Ron jokes — Jan took
her usual p0s1tmn at themid-
court scorer’s table ready to
chart every point and foul.
Pssst: The coach sleeps with

the official scorekeeper —

and has for decades.
Typically, the two of them

~will spend Valentine’s Day

next Saturday night inside
a gym. This time, they’ll be
in romantic Winder as 17-7
Heritage begins play in the
regionals.

“That’s how I’ve spent a
lot of Valentine’s Days,” Jan
said, with no tinge of regret.

“A lot of times, my dad’s
name has been out front and
my mom’s name in the back,
but Dad has always done a

pretty good job of trying to

bring her up to the front)
said Bob Bradley, an assistant
principal at Heritage High.
“And she’s never looked at it
like she has taken a back seat
to him. She’s always felt she
was beside him.”

It’s not as if Bradley just
awoke one day and he had all
these victories in the bank,

‘we’ when

said
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Ron Bradley coaches his Heritage High boys basketball team
while his wife, Jan, observes. Bradiey has 1,010 career victories.

and all those plaques, pic-
tures and tributes that prac-
tically bow his office walls,

Such a career reveals itself
slowly, one game day, one
laundry load of uniforms, one
postseason banquet at atime.
Many of those details have
fallen to Jan.

The coach’s wife has to be
strong and committed. No
one knows this better than

sistently jump that high.
“They’ve incorporated a.love
of basketball into everything
else intheirlives”

There might have been a
time when Jan was resentful
of all the time her husband
spent with other people’s
children. That ended the day
in 1959, when, during the
funeral for a player who had
drowned, she leaned over to
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“That’s how I've spent alot of Valentine’s Days.”
JAN BRADLEY on their life together at the gym

the Bradleys. Yes, their mar-
riage has prevailed, the two
of them inseparable. In Colo-
rado, another son, Bill, a high
school girls’ coach, currently
is going through a divorce.

“That is what has kept
them both going for so long,
the fact they’ve got each
other,” Bill said.

“She sets the bar awfully
high;’ said Kelli DeMott, the
28~year-old fiancée of Brad-
ley’s young assistant coach,
Drew  Williams. Frankly,
she wonders if she can con-

her husband and whispered,
“PIl never complain again

- about the time you spend

with your players.”

“I figured out early if we
were going to be a family, if
we were going to see Dad,

we had to spend alot of time

in the gym, Jan said. “It has
really paid off. It has been a
great life”

As well as raising four
children, another of Jan’s
jobs has been that of cura-
tor of the Bradiey collec-
tion. This she has done scru-

pulously, compiling volume
after volume of clippings and
photos of their life together.
Each season, she has col-
lected the stats and news-
paper accounts of the year,
bound them and given copies
to every player.

Documenting history

Her personal albums date
back to the couples’ begin-
nings, when Ron was an
emerging sophomore multi-
sports star at Avondale High
and she had just moved to
DeKalb County from Okla-
homa, Jan wasn'’t at her new
school more than a couple of
months before she and Ron
were an item.

41 fell in love with him and

‘basketball — football, too. I

watched him in anvthing he
did. I fell'in love with it Jan
said.

By his sophomore year at
Georgia, where Ron was a
baseball/basketball  player,
the two were married. They
had their first child, Brenda,
while still at UGA.

His coaching caravan
would stop at 8 different
schools in Georgia and Flor-
ida. His longest, most suc-
cessful run was at WNewton
County High (18 years alto-
gether).

Once, for two years after
the kids were grown, he tock
a sabbatical from coach-
ing, allowing the couple to
travel and see the world.
Thete would be four aborted
retirements along the way,
each time some other school
coming to him with an offer
he couldn’t refuse.

Evenif coming back meant
actually living at the gym for
a couple of months during
one stop in Dublin, Ga., it was
a happy accommodation,

Coachmg Caravan has taken Bradleys on ajourney

- “It wasn’t that bad. We
could leave the game and be
home inaminute,” Jan said.

Longer than either one
of them could have imag--
ined, they’ve stayed with the
game, His latest gig at Her-
itage could, just possibly,
stretch’ into a third season.
Bradley kind of likes the
sound of coaching into 2010,
tacking a seventh coaching
decade onto his résumé.

It has not been all wins
and giggles. Thirty vyears
ago, Bradley nearly was
wiped out financially invest -
ing in commodities. Money
problems can rend any mar-
riage. But Jan supported her
husband through a period
he called the worst two years

‘of his life, repeatedly tell-

ing him the money was not
the foundation of their rela-
tionship.

Here goes the old coach,
getting all gooey again:

“] can’t imagine a life
without Jan. During the hard
times in life, Jan has always
been strong. I realized then,

" she’s probably stronger than

Tam.

“She has been mom to
four: children, been the
steady one. When 1 get lost
and won't admit it, she helps
me find my way.”’

Coming right back at you,
big guy. ’

“I recently read a review
about a movie with a couple
‘who  had everything
except a purpose,” Jan said.
“Ifeellike we're a couple who
has everything, including a
purpose in life. It’s a-shame
more couples don’t have that.
Schoolteachers aren’t known
for having a lot of money, but
we still have everything we
could want, plus a purpose
in life”



